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SWAINTON - Businessman Mike
Parker always hated being stuck in an of-

fice. So the former electrical engineer and

fish seller from Ocean City, Maryland,
started a business where suit and tie are
neither mandatory nor desirable: a garden
cenler.

Since 1984, Parker and his wife Glona
have owned and operated the Country
Greenery on Route 9. There they stock
and sell hundreds ot varieties of annual
and perenmal plants and shrubs; dispense
expert advice to the botanically challenged;
and get their hands dirty, every day.

Gardening once was a hobby for the

the family business — Alicia Markle as

couple, whose daughters also are part of

Gloria Parker left the classroom for

manager of the nursery, and Karin Greenberg as
operator of Blooms, a florist shop in Cape May
Court House.

“We always joked that we ran out of yard, and
that’s why we started this,” said Glona Parker, a
onctime high school history teacher from Bal-
tumore who also worked as a bank trust officer.
These days, she said, “The joke on our street is
that we're the only house that doesn’t have flow-
ers.” With people scrambling to get their gardens
in the ground, “Our house doesn’t get done until
after the Fourth of July.”

Their chientele includes many second hom-
eowners who want a beautifully landscaped yard,
but may not have the ume or talent to create it.

“The conditions at the shore limit the vaniety of
things you can do well,” said Parker. To address
the problem, growers have “changed the geneal-
ogy of the plants, breeding them to withstand
more heat —one example 1s the pansies. Now you
have winter pansies that go through the frost, and
spring pansies that last unul July.”

With thousands of flowening plants in several
greenhouses over four acres, how do they keep
it all abloom? Mike Parker cites the Japanese
management style of “JIT,” or “just-in-time,” in
which businesses stock only enough inventory for
therr immediate needs. The philosophy enabled
Toyota to undercut GM and Ford because it did
not warchouse a year's worth of parts, Parker said.
He applies it to his business by taking delivery
from outside growers on a daily basis. [tresults in
fresher products for the consumer, he said.

The Parkers are active in community garden
clubs, contributing supplies and offening experts
to speak at meetings. They have supported local
sports teams, and “have helped a great many
Eagle Scouts complete their school projects,” said

Glona Parker. “We're not the kind of people to
put a sign on everything we’ve done, but we like
to do our share, and deal within the local area as
much as possible.”

The nursery opens each year in Apnil and re-
mains open tll Thanksgiving. The florist shop 15
open year-round. This year, the Country Greenery
i1s offering a series of seminars on growing and ar-
ranging flowers, using herbs in cooking, etc. “We
hope people will come in and take advantage of
our information, walk around, ask us questions,”
Parker said.

Asked 1f her green thumb has ever failed her,
Parker said she had no success with a recent deliv-
ery of dahhas. “It happens to every gardener,” she
said, and nature and the environment will always
win. At home, she added, “The shade limits my
flower power. I love roses. But I can only grow
one rose bush.”

Despite the occasional disappointments, Parker
said, the couple
does not regret
leaving the of-
fice behind and
starting their
business, which
they will one
day hand down
to their children.
“There’s a pair
of humming-
birds that return
every year to
live in the retal
greenhouse,” she
pointed out. “We
look forward (o
It every year.”

Former office dwellers got back to the garden
' Their business is blooming at the Country Greenery

Gloria and Mike Parker, above,
founders of the Country Greenery.
Below, a garden sculpture in the
greenhouse.

The Country Greenery
1518 Route 9 North

Swainton (609) 465-2694

Email info@thecountrygreenery.com
www.thecountrygreenery com

Blooms

11 South Main Street

Cape May Court House

(609) 465-1662

Email Kanin@thecountrygreenery.com
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